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The mutineers had also made an agreement with the
States-General, by which they had secured permission,
in case of need, to retire within the territory of the
republic. Maurice had written to them from his camp
before Grave, and at first they were disposed to treat
him with as little courtesy as they had shown the
Nuncius; for they put the prince's letter on a staff,
and fired at it as a mark, assuring the trumpeter who
brought it that they would serve him in the same
manner should he venture thither again.16 Very soon
afterwards, however, the Eletto and council, reproving
the folly of their subordinates, opened negotiations
with the stadholder, who, with the consent of the States,
gave them preliminary permission to take refuge under
the guns of Bergen-op-Zoom, should they by chance be
hard pressed.17

Thus throughout Europe a singular equilibrium of
contending forces seemed established. Before Ostend,
where the chief struggle between imperialism and re-
publicanism had been proceeding for more than a year
with equal vigour, there seemed no possibility of a
result. The sands drank up the blood of the combatants
on both sides, month after month, in summer; the
pestilence in town and camp mowed down Catholic and
Protestant with perfect impartiality during the winter;
while the remorseless ocean swept over all in its wrath,
obliterating in an hour the patient toil of months.

In Spain, in England, and Ireland; in Hungary, Ger-
many, {Sweden, and Poland, men wrought industriously
day by day and year by year, to destroy each other, and
to efface the products of human industry, and yet no
progress could fairly be registered. The Turk was in
Buda, on the right bank of the Danube, and the Christian
in Pest, on the left, while the crescent, but lately sup-
planted by the cross, again waved in triumph over
Stuhlweissenberg, capital city of the Magyars. Thb
great Marshal Biron, foiled in his stupendous treachery,18
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